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MIMET IC ENTANGLEMENT

AND OTHER ANTHROPOCENTR IC
MYTHS IN IAN INGRAM!S

NEXT ANIMALS

JONAS!J*RGENSEN
I Art historian” MA and member of ROCA #Robot Culture and
Aesthetics$%

Gravity!pulls!everything!to!the!ground"!One!precise!cut!and!
intestines#liver#lungs#dung!spilllout!and!steam!away!in!their!
shockingly!blue#white!and!red!hues!this!winter!'morning"!The!park!
rangerltells!us!that!the!pool!ofldeer!entrails!normally!stays!there!
forlalcouplelof!ldays!untillitthas!been!consumed!by!the!area$s!
birds!and!other!wildlife"!

lan!Ingram$s!current!exhibition!springs!from!this!%!literally!%!
bloody!messlat!Kalvebod!F&lled!that!took!place!during!the!early!
days!of'his!Copenhagen!residency"!Butlalso!from!alsingular!and!
committed!practice!that!'draws!uponlareas!as!diverse!as!biology'
land!art''mechanical'lautomata’!land!computer!vision!research"!
Findinglone$s!way!inlingram$s!projects!and!thelinterdisciplinary!
landscapes!theylinhabit!can!belas!challenging!as!uncovering!the!
connectionslinlaltangled!web!of!colorfullorgans"!'Where!do!the!
individual!parts!begin!and!end!inlan!exhibition!like!this(!

MAGPI E MYTHOLOGIES

Next Animals !centers!on!alseries!oflroboticlinteractions!with!local!
magpies"!Culturally!'magpies!arelenveloped!in!alrich!mythology!
that'linterestingly'lvaries!markedly!among!the!different!countries!
alllover!thelglobe!where!species!oflthe!bird!can!be!spotted"!
Historically!superstitions!have!cast!magpies!variously'as!bad!
omens'!bringers!oflgood!fortune!and!news'!'sacred!creatures!to!
be!worshipped'thuman!helpers!%!even!sorcerers!)ying!to!secret!
gatherings"!

InlalScandinavian!context!the!magpie!has!generally!'been!seen!
in'alnegative!light!since!thelintroduction!of!Christianity"!One!
of!lthe!most!strong#lived!magpie!storieslis!thus!the!claim!that!
thelbirdlislattracted!to!shiny!things!and!routinely!steals!such!



objects from humans! which has contributed to its reputation as
a compulsive thief* Another popular observation has also been

a factor in establishing its bad standing and led to perceptions

of the magpie as ruthless and cunning by nature! namely that it
routinely feeds on the eggs and young chicks of other birds"

On the surface! it would seem then that Ingram has selected a
quite unpopular animal without many redeeming qualities as his
chosen interlocutor" That is! however! just one side of the story"
Behavioral and physiological studies of the Eurasian magpie
have led researchers to believe that magpies are among the
most intelligent creatures inhabiting the Earth" And magpies

are admired by bird watchers and animal scientists for their
extensive tool use! ability to store food across seasons! episodic#
like memory! and complex social conduct $ the species was even
the %rst non#mammal demonstrated to be capable of mirror#self
recognition” &

Even as some of the claims put forth about magpies will today
be written off by most people as backward superstitions with no
purchase on reality! the contradictions and great variance found
in the discourses on this omnipresent bird points to something
worth keeping in mind' Speaking on animals is actually no easy
task and a serious matter' What are we actually uttering! for
instance! when we assert that a magpie is coldhearted and
cunning(

ANI MAL TALK

Through Ingram)s attempts at communicating with magpies an
urgent question is re*exively posed! +How can we humans speak
about animals(, This question obviously relates to the more















